MINUTES OF THE OPEN SESSION OF THE 
COUNCIL OF THE FACULTY OF ENGINEERING & COMPUTER SCIENCE 


Held on Friday, March 13, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. in Room EV 2.309 


09-03 


Present: 

R. Drew (Chair), O. Ahmad, A-Akgunduz, C. Alecsandru, S.T. Alkass, A. Ben Hamza, 

S. Bergler, N. Bouguila, S$. Cole, H. Cooper, M. Debbabi, T. Fancott, A. Fargnoli, H. Gore, 
V.S. Hoa, W. E. Lynch, M. Medraj, S. Mudur, C. Mulligan, L. Narayanan, M. Nokken, 

R. Paknys, M. Paraschivoiu, M. Pugh, L. Quesnel, T. Radhakrishnan, J. Rilling, K. Schmitt, 
Y. Shayan, C.W. Trueman, L. Wang, A. Youssef, R.G. Zmeureanu, N. Masi (secretary) 


Guest: 
C. Clayton, N. Wada, A. Mwachiro 


Observers: 
S. Belanger 


Regrets: 
A. Brovkin, T. Bui, H. Chuttani, J.M. Edwards, D. Graham, D. Garciafigueroa, F. Iqbal, 


T. Music, P. Pillay, A. Qasem, N. Shiri, E.S. Takhtehfouladi, J. Woodsworth, M. Zaheeruddin, 
W.P. Zhu 


1. Adoption of the Revised Agenda 
Motion: That the agenda be adopted as submitted. 
2009-03-01 (M. Pugh,W.E. Lynch) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


2 Adoption of Minutes 
Motion: That the Minutes of Meeting 2009-02 (February 6, 2009) be adopted as 
2009-03-02 submitted with correction to the Chair’s Remarks to read as follows “The 


awards are open to both full-time and part-time faculty members who 
must be supported by three nominators at least one of which must be a 


student.” 


That the first name initial of Dr. Alecsandru be corrected as C. and not A. 


as indicated in Present. 
(M. Medraj, M. Pugh) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Motion: 
2009-03-03 


Chair’s Remarks 


The Chair announced to Faculty members that he had just received word 
that Dr. Pragasen Pillay’s application for an Industrial Research Chair 
entitled “NSERC/Hydro Quebec Industrial Research Chair: Energy 
Efficiency in Electrical Machines for Small Scale Renewable Energy 
Production Systems, was approved. He congratulated Dr. Pillay on being 
the first Industrial Chair at Concordia. This was followed by a round of 
applause by the committee members. 


The Chair also extended his congratulations to Dr. Prabir Bhattacharya of 
CIISE and his research team for their research on a computer image 
processing system that detects and classifies human facial expressions. 
His acclaimed research was featured in the ASME magazine in the 
February 2009 issue. A second round of applause was also given by the 
Faculty members. 


Presentation by Dr. Christopher Trueman, Associate Dean, Academic 
Affairs, on Community Campaign 


Dr. Trueman, along with Ms. Caroline Clayton, ENCS Budget Assistant 
and Mr. Andrew Mwachiro, MIE Student, conveyed to council how our 
donations towards scholarships do make a difference in a student’s 
success for achieving his goals. Unlike many charitable organizations, 
100% of a donor’s contribution goes entirely to the endowment. Last 
year, the participation rate between faculty and staff was 33%. 


Several scholarships include the ENCS Graduate Scholarship, Hugh 
McQueen Award of Excellence, SAE Graduate Scholarship, and Jang 
Kwon Graduate Award. 


Dr. Trueman and his team encouraged all to promote participation to the 
Community Campaign to benefit our students. 


Curriculum Changes to Mechanical & Industrial Engineering B.Eng 
Programs (ECFC 2009-03-01) 


Dr. Narayanan presented Document ECFC 2009-03-01 Curriculum 
Changes to Mechanical & Industrial Engineering B.Eng Programs, for 
approval. 


That Document ECFC 2009-03-01 Curriculum Changes to 
Mechanical & Industrial Engineering B.Eng, be approved. 
(L. Narayanan, M. Pugh) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Motion: 
2009-03-04 


Deferred Exams (ECFC 2009-03-02) 


Dr. Narayanan presented Document ECFC 2009-03-02 Deferred Exams, 
produced by Dr. Lynch, for approval. 


Dr. Narayanan apprised Faculty members that there is an alarming 
increase in deferred exams. Due to this concern, the Faculty was asked to 
produce proposals to help reduce the number of deferrals. Three 
regulation changes were tabled and had been thoroughly discussed in the 
departments where they received full support, namely: (1) Require that 
pre-requisites be passed prior to taking the follow-on course (2) Deferred 
Courses shall count as part of the load in the term when the deferred exam 
is to be written (3) Extension of the Discontinue Deadline to the beginning 
of the Exam Period for Courses with Final Exams. 


Dr. Lynch explained to Council the undesirable characteristics of deferred 
exams concluding that the proposal will have to pass through APC and 
than Senate in order to make it a university-wide Calendar change. 
Should the proposal be rejected, than the Faculty should proceed with the 
changes on alone. A lengthy but positive discussion ensued which mostly 
consisted of clarification of certain points and implications of the new 
regulations. 


Dr. Paraschivoiu stated that stronger measures should be implemented 
rather than the proposed ones. He proposed to encourage using the 
“R” grade. At present, it is at the discretion of the professor. 


That the proposals on Deferred Exams, be approved. 
(L. Narayanan, W.E. Lynch) 


Vote: Carried by majority (1 opposed) 


Other Business 


There was no other business to report. 


Adjournment 


The meeting was adjourned at 3:20 p.m. (S. Mudur, S.T. Alkass) 


